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e Why do we study plants?

0 We study plants not only because they are interesting but they are ve fici uman
survival.

e Plants provide several ecosystem services.

0 Recall that an ecosystem includes all organismggss i :

and soil of a given area.

e The first ecosystem service plants provide is 3
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e The final ecosystem service plants provide is producing food. Plants are defined as b primary

producers. This means they produce C-C bonds or carbon carbon bonds that o
convert into energy. This makes plants the base of the food chain.
e Other vocabulary to remember:
0 Herbivores-plant eaters
0 Carnivores-meat eaters

0 Omnivores-all eaters
ation, the

e *even though plants respire carbon dioxide ti ay more then what is

released.

How do humans use plants?

0 We spend a large amo e researching crop plants. Over time, humans have
jstics to be more desirable (seedless, bigger). This was

icial s®ection, which is the process of selecting for desirable traits.
o Wood burni as primary fuel source

fuel to replace wood in the United States and is made of partially decomposed

r that is compacted until hardened as rock.
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