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Interpretation and Definition

M&L Chapter 1 pgs. 3-17

NOTE: Was told to study facts: people, places, names, locations of major

today (i.e. Troy)

“Set aside enough time to read it through once, then read it

—Professor Higgs on how he would prepare fq

DEFINING MYTH

"t include all stories, just those relating to the gods and their relations with

SAGA OR LEGEND: a story containing a kernel of historical truth, despite later fictional

accretions.



FOLKTALE: a story, usually of oral origin, that contains elements of the fantastic, often

in the pattern of the adventure of a hero or a heroine. Its main function is entertainrgent,

but it can also educate with all sorts of insights. Under this rubric may be cla

Religion and myth go ha ' ELIADE appreciates the “sacredness” of

d that it embodies.

narrowly gillined, etiology imposes too limiting and rigid a criterion for definition.

myth in a broad etiological fashion is an effective way at analyzing myth.





